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This report has been made and published by the Air, Maritime and Railway Traffic Accident 
Investigation Agency (hereinafter: AIA) pursuant to Article 6 section 1 and 2 of the Act on Establishment 
of the Air, Maritime and Railway Traffic Accident Investigation Agency (Official Gazette no 54/13), 
Article 7 Section 1 and 2 of the Statute of the Air, Maritime and Railway Traffic Accident Investigation 
Agency, Article 16 of the Regulation (EU) No 996/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the Investigation and Prevention of Accidents and Incidents in Civil Aviation, provisions of the Air 
Traffic Act (Official Gazette no 69/09, 84/11, 54/13, 127/13 and 92/14), and pursuant Chapter 6 of the 
Annex 13 ICAO. 

 

This report or any part thereof shall not be produced, reproduced or transmitted in any form or in 
any manner, without the express written consent of AIA. 

This report may be freely used for educational purposes only. 

For all further information contact AIA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aim of the investigation relating to safety is in no case determination of guilt or liability. 

 

Investigations are independent and separate from court or administrative proceedings and 
should not prejudice determination of guilt or liability of individuals. 

 

The final report cannot be used as evidence in court proceedings whose aim is determining civil 
or criminal liability of individuals. 
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OCCURENCE INFORMATION 

Type of the occurrence:  Accident  
Date:   25 June 2015 
Local time:   17:37  
Place:   Beach of the tourist resort Resnik near Split  
Type of the aircraft:   Aeroplane 
Manufacturer / model:   Global Amphibians LLC / Lake L-4-200  
Registration state:  Republic of Croatia  
Registration:  9A-DLA  
Owner:   European Coastal Airlines Ltd   
Operator:   European Coastal Airlines Ltd    
Number of persons aboard: Three 
Injuries:    Two fatalities and one injured person   
Damage to the aircraft:  Destroyed  
 
 
 

 

Picture 1 ς flight area of 9A-DLA and the accident site (red circle)  
 
 

INVESTIGATION 

The first information about the accident AIA obtained from Croatia Control immediately after the 
accident. Immediately thereafter reports arrived from National Protection and Rescue Directorate ς 
112 Centre, Operational Communication Centre of the Ministry of the Interior and Split Airport. 

AIA issued notification of the accident and opening of the investigation, and the investigators were 
sent to the accident site. 
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After the inspection at the accident site, the aircraft wreckage was moved to a closed hangar at Split 
Airport. There it remained until the completion of the investigative actions, after which it was returned 
to the owner. 

As part of the investigation, statements of eyewitnesses and other persons important for the 
investigation of the subject accident were taken. Information and necessary documentation were 
collected and the necessary technical analyses were conducted. 

After initial findings, and given clear indications, in further course the investigation was directed to the 
ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŦǳŜƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ extended to the 
organizational aspect. 

AIA has, in accordance with ICAO Annex 13, 30 days after the accident, issued a 'Preliminary Report' 
containing information about the occurrence and the findings at the early stage of the investigation. 
On the anniversary of the accident, AIA issued a 'Preliminary Statement' in which the information and 
findings collected in the past period were presented. 
 
 

SUMMARY 

On 25 June 2015 Split Airport requested that the aircraft is relocated from the general aviation apron 
to another parking position at the same airport. At 17:34 LT, three people took-off by the subject 
aircraft from Split Airport with the intention of carrying out four touch and go airport traffic patterns. 
The aircraft was an amphibian, therefore capable of landing at both airport runways and water 
surfaces. 

Shortly after taking off, problems with the engine occurred and the aircraft lost the power.  

After the engine failure, the pilot first directed the aircraft towards the airport and then towards the 
sea. In the final part of the access to the sea surface, the aircraft no longer had sufficient height to cross 
obstacles on the shore. It hit the roof of the building on the shore and crashed into the shallow sea 
near the coast. 

There were three people on board the aircraft. After the accident one person was transported to the 
hospital in severe state and survived, while two people died. All three were pilots with great flight 
experience. The aircraft was completely destroyed in the accident and at the accident site there was 
also other minor material damage. 

The subject aircraft was owned by the company 'Europski obalni avioprijevoznik d.o.o.' (European 
Coastal Airlines Ltd, hereinafter referred to as ECA), which was also the operator. 

During the inspection of the aircraft and engine after the accident, a large amount of dirt was found in 
fuel filters and fuel reservoir, which presumably obstructed the fuel flow and caused the engine failure. 

The investigation established the immediate causes of this accident ς engine failure and inadequate 
pilot reaction in this situation. Detected contributory factors were omissions in maintenance of the 
aircraft, the incompetence of the pilot to land on the water surface, insufficient knowledge of the 
aircraft type and company culture. 

In line with the conclusions and findings in the investigation, AIA issued safety recommendations to 
ECA, Split Airport and the Croatian Civil Aviation Agency. 
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1. FACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

1.1. FLIGHT HISTORY 

On Friday, 25 June 2016 Split Airport requested that the aircraft 9A-DLA is relocated from the general 
aviation apron, where it was parked, to the position in the maintenance area. The reason for the 
requested relocation was the expected increased traffic during the upcoming weekend. 

The pilot 2 stated that on 25 June 2016 he received an information from his colleague, also a pilot 
employed with ECA, that it was necessary to relocate the aircraft 9A-DLA from the general aviation 
apron to the position in the maintenance area and for that reason he came to Split Airport. 

The pilot 1, the pilot 2, the pilot 3, and the person 1 who before that flew on a small private aircraft of 
his acquaintance, met at the general aviation apron. 

They noticed that the battery on the subject aircraft was depleted. In order to start the engine, they 
went to the hangar and brought a battery from another aircraft (Cessna) and cables and jump started 
the engine. 

At 17:31 LT, the subject aircraft 9A-DLA reported to the air traffic control in Split. It reported that it was 
ready to taxi and to carry out four touch and go airport traffic patterns. At 17:33:51 LT it was cleared 
for take-off, meteo data: wind from direction 290, 8 knots and instruction to report final, after which 
it took-off.  

At 17:37:18, the air traffic controller asked the subject aircraft whether it was planning to make a low-
speed approach or an extended landing. Three seconds later, the aircraft 9A-DLA reported 'Split, full 
stop landing', to which it got from the controller the clearance to land on runway 23 and meteo data: 
wind from нул ϲΣ т ƪƴƻǘǎΦ 

At 17:37:41 the controller reported 'The aircraft crashed'. 

Based on the eyewitness statement, also a pilot, a flight sketch was made (Picture2). Part of the aircraft 
flight path with normal engine operation is marked green, and part of the flight path after the engine 
failure is marked red. The estimated aircraft altitude at the moment of engine failure, according to the 
eyewitness's statement, was 700-800 ft or just over 200 m. 
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Picture 2 ς sketch of the flight path of 9A-DLA 

The eyewitness who saw the crash (controller in the tower) stated that it seemed that in the last, left 
turn the aircraft stalled, turned over the left wing and vertically hit the sea. 

For the subject flight, the flight plan was not provided. The aircraft pre-flight inspection was not 
recorded in the applicable aircraft documentation. The applicable documentation was not on the 
aircraft during preparation or during the flight.  
 
 

1.2. INJURIES 
 

Injuries Crew Passengers Others 

fatal 1 1 0 

serious 0 1 0 

minor/none 0 0 0 
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Although all three persons on board of the aircraft were active pilots and holders of valid pilot licenses, 
in the table above two persons are listed as passengers, while one, who at the time of the accident 
operated the aircraft, is listed as a pilot. 

 
 
1.3. DAMAGE TO THE AIRCRAFT 

In this accident the aircraft 9A-DLA was completely destroyed. The aircraft crashed into the shallow 
sea near the coast and remained lying in the water of about 1 meter of depth. There was no fire.  

 

 

Picture 3 - Aircraft 9A-DLA wreckage at the accident site  
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1.4. OTHER DAMAGES 

Immediately before crashing into the sea, the aircraft grazed the edge of the eaves of the hotel Resnik 
located at the beach, causing damage to several tiles. Eaves is about 3 m high and is located on the 
shore. 
 
 

1.5. PERSONAL INFORMATION 

We state personal information of persons connected to the subject accident and investigation. They 
are: 

- Pilot 1 ς at the time of the accident he was sitting in the front left seat. An employee of ECA. 
It is assumed that at the time of the accident he was operating the aircraft. Deceased. 

- Pilot 2 ς at the time of the accident he was sitting in the front right seat. An employee of ECA. 
He survived with severe injuries and permanent health consequences. 

- Pilot 3 ς at the time of the accident he was sitting in the back seat. An employee of ECA, 
Deceased.  

- Person 1 ς pilot of 'Twin Otter', an employee of ECA, foreign citizen. He was present at Split 
Airport during the preparation and starting of the engine of the Lake Aircraft on the day of 
the accident. 

- Director of ECA (Managing Director)  
- Director of ECA flight operations 
- Person 2 - pilot, an employee of ECA, flew on the subject aircraft prior to the accident.   

 
Note: all three persons who were on board of the aircraft at the time of the accident in this report were 
named ΨpilotsΩ. This is for the following reasons: 

- Although it can be assumed that the aircraft was operated by a person sitting in the front left 
seat (the pilot 1), this cannot be claimed with certainty.   

- All three persons were experienced professional pilots employed with the same airline 
company. Although the aircraft was operated by one person, by naming all three of them 
pilots, this report wishes to emphasize their equality in terms of competence. Also, it can be 
assumed that during the crisis situation, each of the three persons on the aircraft, tried to 
contribute in resolving the situation. 

 
 Pilot 1   

A male person, Croatian citizen born in 1978. He was a valid CPL (A) license holder. He gained his flight 
experience on single-engine and twin-engine light aircrafts of general aviation (C-152, C-172, C-182, P-
28RT). The pilot 1 had 2083 flight hours in 2722 flights. He never landed on water. 

According to records in the Pilot Logbook, the pilot 1 has recorded one flight on the subject aircraft. 
The flight was made on 22 June 2015, three days before the accident, and took place from the city of 
Bari in Italy to the city of Split. It is recorded that the nature of the aforementioned flight was 
'training/route' (TNG/RTE), it lasted 1:50', and the pilot 1 was registered as the pilot in command. 
Beside him, on the same flight there was a person 2, also a pilot and an employee of ECA, a Croatian 
citizen. In the Aircraft Log Book, there is also a record of this flight. 

According to the Director of ECA flight operations, the pilot 1 was employed with ECA since 26 May 
2015 and was waiting for the commencement of co-pilot training for DHC 6 aircraft. He underwent 
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refresh training for multi-engine aircraft at the authorized ATO organization and Conversion Course for 
DHC 6 within the company. 
 

 Pilot 2   

A male person, a Croatian citizen born in 1975. He was a valid CPL (A) license holder, in which there 
was note an ATPL (A) Theory. The pilot gained his flight experience on single-engine and twin-engine 
light aircrafts of general aviation (BL-8 Scout, PO-2, U-75, C-172, C182, C-206 and PA-44-180 and PA-
34) and has 1175 flight hours in 1867 flights. 

According to records in the Pilot Logbook, the pilot 2 has no records of flights on LA-4-200. Also, there 
are no records on water landing/take-off. 

In the Aircraft Log Book there are records on flights of pilot 2 on LA-4-200 aircraft, reg. 9A-DLA, as 
follows: 

- 18 June local flight duration of 0:25', registered as training flight (TNG, LDSP-LDSP)   
- 21 June flight duration of 0:15', recorded as route from Split to Sinj (RTE, LDSP-LDSS)  

Therefore, the pilot 2 had two flights of total duration of 0:40' on the subject aircraft before the 
accident, and the flights were recorded as a training flight (TNG) and as a route (RTE). On both flights 
a colleague from ECA - person 1, also a pilot, a foreign citizen was with him. 

According to the statement of Director of ECA flight operations, the pilot 2 was, as the pilot 1, employed 
with ECA since 26 May 2015 and was waiting for the commencement of co-pilot flight training for DHC 
6 aircraft. He underwent refresh training for multi-engine aircraft at the authorized ATO organization 
and Conversion Course for DHC 6 within the company. 
 

 Pilot 3   

A male person, a foreign citizen born in 1987. He was a valid CPL (A) license holder. The pilot gained 
his flight experience mostly on twin-engine DHC 6 Twin Otter aircraft. He had 3314 f flight hours in 
3057 flights. 

The pilot has no record of flights on LA-4-200. He is the only of three pilots who at the time of the 
accident were on board of the 9A-DLA aircraft who had experience in landing on water. On the subject 
flight, the pilot 3 was sitting in the back of the aircraft. 

An employee of ECA, co-pilot on DHC 6 aircraft.  
 

 Person 1  

A male person, a foreign citizen born in 1969. He holds an ATPL license with the recorded instructor 
license (IFR and Multi Engine), issued by the FAA. He gained his flight experience on over 100 types of 
aircraft, including gliders. He had a total of over 14,000 flight hours, approximately half of which on 
pistons engine aircraft, and half on turbine engine aircraft. By education, he is a mechanical engineer. 

He was employed with ECA as a pilot on Twin Otter. 

On the day of the accident, he was at Split Airport as he was flying recreationally a small private aircraft 
Polikarpov PO-2, which was kept at a hangar at Split Airport by his friend and the owner of the 
aforementioned aircraft. According to him, after a flight to Polikarpov, the pilot 2 informed him that 
the LA-4-200 aircraft should be relocated. 
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According to the Aircraft Log Book, in the days prior to the accident the person 1 made two flights on 
the subject aircraft, both with the pilot 2. 

- 18 June local flight duration of 0:30', registered as training flight (TNG, LDSP-LDSP)   
- flight duration of 0:25', recorded as route from Split to Sinj (RTE, LDSP-LDSS).  

 
 Director of ECA (Managing Director)  

A male person, a foreign citizen, a pilot. Had around 28 flight hours on the subject LA-4-200 aircraft.  
 

 Director of ECA flight operations 

A male person, a Croatian citizen, a pilot, in one year before the accident made a few flights on the 
subject LA-4-200 aircraft.  
 

 Person 2  

A male person, an employee of ECA, a Croatian citizen, a pilot, made a few flights on the subject LA-4-
200 aircraft before the accident. 
 
 

1.6. AIRCRAFT INFORMATION 
 

 LA-4-200 ς basic aircraft information 

Manufacturer: Lake Aircraft Division Consolidated Aeronautics Inc, USA  
Type:  LA 4-200 Buccaneer  
Capacity:  1 pilot and 3 passengers 
Aircraft mass: 705 kg  
MTOM:  1220 kg  
Engine:  Lycoming IOς360ςA1B  
Propeller:   Hartzell HC-C2YK-1BLF  
Maximum speed: 248 km/h  
Cruise speed: 241 km/h  
Average consumption: 38 l/h at 2000 ft and 2400 rpm  
Range:  1328 km  
Maximum flight height:  4480 m  
Wing area:  15,79 m3  
Aircraft dimensions:  length ς 7,59 m  
  wing span ς 11,58 m  
  height ς 2,84 m  
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Picture 4 ς Aircraft LA-4-200 Bucchaneer, 9A-DLA 
 
 

 LA-4-200 ς description of the aircraft 

Lake Buccaneer LA-4-200 is an amphibian aircraft which falls into the category of light aircraft (MTOW 
up to 2250 kg). It can carry a pilot and three more persons. It is designed for take-off and landing on 
water and land surfaces. It is equipped with retractable landing gear type tricycle for landing on the 
land runway. The underside of the fuselage is designed for taxiing on water surfaces and allows take-
off and landing directly on the fuselage. The retractable landing gear is used for take-off and landing, 
as well as driving on land surfaces. When landing on the water, the landing gear must be retracted. The 
aircraft is powered by one air-cooled, four-cylinder boxer engine, and a two blade constant speed 
propeller. The powerplant is located on the engine mount behind and above the passenger cabin with 
propeller behind the engine in the so-called 'pusher' configuration. This makes the engine and propeller 
high enough to allow the aircraft to touch the water surface directly with the hull fuselage. 

The LA-4-200 model started flying in the early seventies of the last century. The production lasted until 
mid-eighties, and a total of 600 pieces were produced. The purpose of this aircraft is recreational and 
tourist flying, especially in inaccessible areas with lots of water surfaces. 
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 LA-4-200 ς description of the power system of the aircraft 

Lycoming IO-360-A1B engine is a four-cylinder, air-cooled boxer engine developing max 200 KS at 2700 
rpm.  

Ignition system consists of two magnets, two distribution cables and 8 spark-plugs, two on each 
cylinder. This kind of ignition system, though very old-fashioned, is one of the safest, and for this reason 
has been kept in serial production on a large number of piston aircraft until this day. Fully duplicate 
systems are independent of each other, the fact that the magnets function is independent of the 
aircraft's electrical network (does not require an external power source) and a very simple design, are 
the basic features of this system. The possibility that the aircraft completely loses its ignition system in 
flight, is reduced to a minimum. 

The fuel distribution is carried out by direct fuel injection into the cylinders, and the fuel supply to the 
injector is carried out by using the engine fuel pump and an electric booster pump. The main advantage 
of direct injection is better and more regular dispersion of the fuel in the fuel air mixture. This improves 
the filling of the cylinder and fuel combustion, which influences favourably on the engine efficiency 
and performance, while reducing fuel consumption and harmful gas emission. Also, direct-injection 
aircraft are less likely to lose power due to icing, as opposed to a carburettor engines. 

The lubrication system is of wet type, meaning that the oil is always in the engine housing and there is 
no external engine oil reservoir. Oil pumps and filters are used to filter oil and to distribute it to all 
moving parts of the engine. 

The air cooling system consists of air routers which generate optimum airflow around the cylinder ribs 
within the engine compartment. The heat is transferred from the air cylinder which then exits the 
engine compartment through the openings on the engine linings. The oil is cooled by the cooler which 
transfer the excess temperature into the air that stream around it.  

The engine is equipped with an electric starter and an alternator for supplying the aircraft with electric 
power. 

The Lycoming IO-360 series engines are one of the world's most widespread and most reliable aircraft 
piston engines and are powering a wide range of aircraft from different manufacturers and purposes. 
They are produced in almost 100 different versions. They have been in use since 1953 and are still 
produced today. The time between the two general overhauls determined by the manufacturer is 2000 
working hours or 12 years, whichever comes first.  

On the aircraft Lake LA-4-200 the propeller is installed behind the engine in the so-called 'pusher' 
configuration, which means that the propeller 'pushes' the aircraft. In a classic aircraft configuration, 
where the propeller is installed in front of the engine, the propeller 'pulls' the aircraft. 

'Hartzell HC-C2YK-IBLF propeller is a two-blade metal propeller of variable pitch, having a diameter of 
74 inches. The crankshaft is directly connected to the propeller without a reduction box, therefore the 
engine speed is limited to 2700 rpm. The desired speed is determined by the position of the handle in 
the cabin connected to the governor. 

The Governor is an oil pump that produces oil pressure of 200 PSI and is powered by the engine. Its 
main function is, by changing the pressure of the oil which supplies the mechanism inside the propeller, 
to control and change the pitch of the propeller blades, thus maintaining a constant engine speed. The 
oil pressure is used to increase the propeller pitch while the aerodynamic forces decrease the 
propeller's arms pitch. By changing the pitch of the blades it is possible to maintain the constant desired 
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propeller speed, and thus the speed of the engine. With the ability to automatically change the impact 
pitch of the blades, it is possible to optimally achieve the maximum traction force of the propeller 
depending on the engine power change and the aircraft speed. 
 
 

 LA-4-200 ς description of the fuel system of the aircraft and the engine 

The fuel system of the aircraft Lake LA-4-200 consists of the following components:  
1. Main fuel tank 
2. Auxiliary fuel tanks  
3. Mechanical engine driven fuel pump  
4. Electric fuel pump 
5. Injector 
6. Distributor  
7. Fuel injectors 
8. Fuel filter 
9. Valve selector 
10. Drain valves  
11. Fuel quantity and pressure indicator  
12. Fuel lines   
 
The main fuel tank is located in the central part of the fuselage behind the cabin space. It is made of 
rubber, and its capacity is 151L of usable fuel. The fuel filler cap is located on the left side of the fuselage 
behind the passenger cabin. The valve for draining of any water from the fuel due to condensation is 
located at the lowest point of the tank and it can be approached from the lower left side of the fuselage. 
The tank is connected to the atmospheric air from the top side through the pipe so as to avoid the 
formation of the vacuum in the tank while the engine is running, which would then make it difficult to 
supply the fuel to the engine. Also, the fuel filler cap has a small hole designed to equalize the pressure 
in the tank with atmospheric pressure. At the top of the tank there is installed electrical/mechanical 
fuel quantity transmitter with floats that provide information to the fuel tank indicator on the control 
panel of the current fuel quantity in the tank. The main fuel tank has a built-in net or a coarse filter for 
fuel filtration in the output line towards the engine, in order to prevent major dirt from entering the 
distribution part of the fuel system. 
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Picture 5 - Schematic presentation of a standard fuel system with direct injection 

 
Two auxiliary fuel tanks are located in the floats for stabilizing the aircraft on the water located one on 
each wing. They are metal and the total capacity of usable fuel in both tanks is 53 l. They are also 
connected to atmospheric pressure for equalizing pressures. The container cap is located on the outer 
upper side of each float. Direct supply of the engine with fuel is not possible from these tanks, only 
refill of the main tank. The transfer of fuel from the auxiliary tanks to the main tank is carried out 
through two electric pumps (one per auxiliary tank) located in the wings and the fuel lines. Control of 
the pumps is made through a switch located in the left control panel in the cabin. Two blue control 
lights that light up when the pumps are running are located on the left and right of the switch. Fuel 
transfer is made after the quantity in the main tank is below half of the total capacity level. It is 
prohibited to transfer fuel from the auxiliary tanks to the main tank if the aircraft landed on the water, 
and it was not checked if there was water in the tanks, in order to avoid possible transfer of water to 
the main tank. The drain valve for checking and draining water from the tank is located at the lowest 
point of the tank. The aircraft is not equipped with the fuel indicator for amount of fuel in the auxiliary 
tanks, so the check is performed on the ground prior to the flight by visual inspection.  

During regular operation, the engine is constantly supplied with fuel from the main tank using the 
mechanical engine driven fuel pump. The pump is of a diaphragm type, very simple and reliable 
installation, mounted on the rear part of the engine. 

Since the engine is located on the pylon above the main fuel tank, when the engine starts, the fuel 
supply of the engine is carried out using the electric pump. The purpose of the electric pump is also to 
supply engine with the fuel in the case of the engine driven fuel pump failure. For this reason, the 
electric fuel pump should be running during take-off and landing phases, so as to avoid, at these critical 
flight phases, interruption of the fuel supply and loss of power or a complete engine failure, which 
could then lead to an accident due to insufficient time for timely pilot response. In this case, the electric 
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pump would take over the role of the engine pump and continue to supply fuel until landing. The 
electric pump ignition switch is located on the left side of the control panel. 

The injector is the main component of the engine part of the fuel system. Based on the opening or 
closing of the air intake valve in the cylinders, the injector measures the required amount of fuel to be 
passed to the cylinder so that the air-fuel mixture is optimal for proper combustion. The opening and 
closing of the valve is made through the throttle in the cockpit. Also, the injector is connected to the 
handle for manual adjusting of the fuel and air mixture. Also, within the injector there is a filter for fine 
fuel filtration that should be periodically inspected. 

After the injector, the fuel reaches a fuel distributor that distributes the fuel through the fuel lines to 
each cylinder separately.  

After the distributor, the previously measured amount of fuel in relation to the amount of sucked air 
remains in the fuel line ready for the cylinder to suck it when a vacuum is generated due to the piston 
downwards motion in the suction stroke when both valves are closed. Suction is carried out through 
the injector installed in each cylinder head. 

The main fuel filter is located in the fuel line between the electric and mechanical engine driven pump 
somewhere around the middle of the engine pylon/carrier. Its purpose is to purify fuel that is 
distributed to the engine. The filter should be periodically inspected and cleaned, and also replaced at 
regular intervals.  

The fuel selector valve is located on the wall between the passenger cabin and the fuselage in the 
pilot's reach. Its purpose is to close the fuel supply to the engine in cases of emergency, e.g. fire of the 
engine or emergency landing, in order to prevent possible fire of the engine. In regular conditions the 
valve is always open. 

Drain valves are located at the lowest point of the fuel tank and at the lowest point of the fuel line in 
the distribution line. Their purpose is to check and drain possible accumulations of water in the fuel 
system that could lead to loss of power or complete engine failure if it enters into the distribution 
system. Fuel check/drainage from all points must be performed before each flight, especially after 
prolonged aircraft stand or refuelling, and in the case of amphibious aircraft after operations involving 
landings on water. 

In addition to the previously elaborated system for indication of the amount of fuel in the main tank, 
the aircraft is equipped with an indicator and a fuel pressure gauge in the distribution line of the fuel 
system. The fuel pressure gauge is located on the engine, and the indicator on the control panel. 

The fuel line system is used to connect all the components in the distribution line, the lines for fuel 
transfer from the auxiliary tanks in the main tank and the ventilation system of the tanks and pumps. 
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Picture 6 - Schematic presentation of the fuel system components of the aircraft Lake LA-4. Note: The 
system with carburettor is presented 
 
 

 Experience with aircraft LA-4-200  

Experience with the LA-4-200 suggests that the range of this aircraft without power is extremely small, 
which is further aggravated when making turns. Therefore, in the event of engine failure at low 
altitudes, it is not advisable to attempt to return to the airport. Experience shows that there is a greater 
chance of survival if the pilot chooses the best emergency landing location somewhere in the airplane 
flight direction, and the robust construction of the LA-4-200 can provide relatively good protection to 
persons on board the aircraft. 
 
 

 Aircraft LA-4-200 registration 9A-DLA, s/n 974   

Aircraft serial number:  974  
Engine serial number:  834228-R  
Propeller serial number:   CH39056B  

 


























































